
199

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Feb. 9

distinguished group. Do you know who won?
The Social Security Administration—not by a
Government determination, by a business maga-
zine. I’m proud of that.

So we’re trying to give you that. But let me
just say, you have to decide, because you will
determine the tenor of this election and more
importantly, you will determine where we’re
going in the future, whether you believe what
works to bring you here when you all get to-
gether and work together is what should work
in the country. This is not big Government
versus small Government anymore. It is not the
Government versus the private sector anymore.
This is about whether we are going to work
together to solve our problems or whether we
are going to continue to treat politics like a
sport which makes the people more and more
cynical and more and more divided. Those are
luxuries we cannot afford.

The best days of this country are still ahead
of us if we are willing to meet our challenges
and if we’re willing to meet them together. We
are going through a period of great change
which will give us the greatest age of possibility
the American children have ever known. But
we have to do it. And if we do our job up

here in the way that you are doing your job
where you live by working together, this country
is going to be in great shape for the future.

Thank you very much.
Senator J. Bennett Johnston. We want to make

the President an honorary Louisianian so he can
properly celebrate Mardi Gras, so I’m going to
give him my beads which I wear every day.
[Laughter]

The President. When I am no longer Presi-
dent—and I have been making this little list
of all of all the things I wanted to do in my
life I never got around to doing, and if God
leaves me healthy and I can do it—when I’m
taking time off of paying my legal bills—[laugh-
ter]—I’ve got this list of things I want to do.
And one of the things I want to do is go to
the Mardi Gras and play my saxophone with
a group like that. If I live long enough, I’ll
wear these beads.

Thank you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. in the
auditorium at the Department of Commerce. In
his remarks, he referred to Lt. Gov. Kathleen
Blanco of Louisiana and Claude (Buddy) Leach,
king of Washington Mardi Gras.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in London, United Kingdom
February 9, 1996

All Americans join Hillary and me in our out-
rage at the bomb explosion today in London.
I condemn in the strongest possible terms this
cowardly action and hope those responsible are
brought swiftly to justice. Our hearts and prayers
go out to those injured in this terrible blast
and to their families.

I am deeply concerned by reports that the
Irish Republican Army has announced an end
to the cease-fire. For a year and a half, the
people of the United Kingdom and Ireland have
enjoyed living in peace, free to go about their
daily lives without the threat of the bomb and
the bullet. As was clear during my visit to

Northern Ireland last year, the people want
peace. No one and no organization has the right
to deny them that wish.

The terrorists who perpetrated today’s attack
cannot be allowed to derail the effort to bring
peace to the people of Northern Ireland—a
peace they overwhelmingly support.

The United States stands ready to assist the
two Governments in continuing their search for
negotiations and peace. Today’s action under-
scores the urgent need for all sides to join in
the fight against terrorism and to press forward
in that search.
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